U. S. Department of Education

Office of Vocational and Adult Education
2011 Secretary’s Bus Tour
Education and the Economy: Investing In Our Future
CTE Community Conversation #27g
Location:

Valley Forge High School, Parma Heights, OH
Date/Time:

September 7, 2011; 12:45 pm – 1:45 pm
Participants:
 
Business representatives, alumni, and parents
OVAE Hosts:
Brenda Dann-Messier, Assistant Secretary, Office of Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE))
Notetaker:
Marilyn Fountain, Education Specialist, Division of Academic and Technical Education, OVAE
* * * * *
Special Note:  Participant comments and notes of the session (as provided below) have been edited to promote consistency and readability.  Where necessary, wording has been added in parentheses to provide context and clarity for the reader.  Numbers in parentheses after a statement indicate where, and how many times, a comment was repeated.
* * * * *  
Question:  How has this college formed partnership with employers, institutions of higher education, community based organizations or other employers that support students?

· There is a need for technical skills as well as critical thinking skills.  Math skills must be addressed before students enter postsecondary education.

· Valley Forge prepares students with strong analytical skills.  

· Tech prep should have not been eliminated. (2)
· Students must be trained on soft skills before they are hired.  Employers should conduct customer-focused training.

· Internships or some type of work experience should be included in all curriculums. 

· Businesses that offer incentives during internships should be allowed to claim it on their taxes.

· More opportunities need to be available for teachers to connect with their business partners.   
· Degrees requiring a technical background are critical in the global economy.
Closing Information:

· Participants are welcome to provide additional thoughts and comments:

· Via the Department’s CTE Community Conversations Blog at: http://www.ed.gov/blog/2010/11/improving-career-and-technical-education/.
· Via e-mail to CTEconversations@ed.gov.

· Participants are encouraged track the progress of OVAE’s CTE Community Conversations on the blog provided above.

