WIA Conversation with Assistant Secretary, Brenda Dann-Messier

Literacy Assistance Center, New York City 

November 4, 2009 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Audience:  AEFLA Instructors in New York City
Summary of Comments made by Audience:

Instructors want access to research and information leading to higher quality instruction.   Several teachers talked about the extreme need for instructional information in the field of mathematics.
Following on the research discussion, teachers expressed a need for intensive and sustained professional development.    They talked about the structures needed to change instructional practice and the need for funding to develop such structures.

Teachers want access to data about learning in their classrooms to inform teaching.   They also identified the need to use data to evaluate literacy and EL/civics programs as a priority need.

Teachers want the Title 1 and 2 “systems” to be able to communicate, not only in terms of data and information systems, but also about client needs, goals, progress, and achievement.  They consistently idenfied the alignment of program planning and outcomes as a need.

Instructors want the Title 1 and 2 programs to be more flexible to meet the varied needs of clients.

Teachers want tools and the flexibility to meet the needs of adult learners with learning disabilities. 

Repeatedly, teachers talked about the need for full-time career ladders for adult instructors.  

Several meeting participants identified the need to streamline program reporting as a priority. 

Teachers want access to technology in the classroom.  The lack of technology denies adult learners of a valuable work skill and access to information in learning.

Many people identified supportive services as an extreme need for adult learners and the lack of support services as a hindrance to teaching:  case management, transportation, job training, and childcare were consistently identified.  

