WIA Conversation with Assistant Secretary, Brenda Dann-Messier

Isles, Trenton, New Jersey 

November  5, 2009 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Audience:  Title 1 and Title 2 Providers
Summary of Comments made by Audience:

Providers noted that there is a discrepancy between the skills of adult learners and the expected outcomes of the program.  Very low literacy skills preclude learners from achieving program goals. 
Providers noted that persistence is a barrier to goal achievement.  

Providers identified poor instructor salaries as a barrier to achieving program goals.

Higher standards in the traditional K-12 system are resulting in a lower population age in AEFLA programs.   The needs of younger learners differ from current program delivery.

The lack of space was identified as an issue.  

Providers identified a need to recognize skill attainment along the learning continuum by issuing basic skills credentials.

All providers identified a need align the TANF statute and rules with the educational needs of clients.  They also identified a need to better coordinate with TANF.  Many adult learners are TANF clients and are not able to access the educational services they need under the current “work first” orientation of the TANF legislation.
Providers identified contextualized learning as a preferred method of teaching adults.  They discussed the need for Titles 1 and 2 to align services to enable basic skills instruction and job training to accur simultaneously.

Support services were identified as a high priority for goal achievement: child care, transportation and case management were consistently rated as areas of high need.

Sustained professional development was identified as a need in the teaching profession.  

Providers identified co-location challenges:  triage clients in a uniform manner, single assessment of clients, and single orientation of clients.

Providers talked about the need to require all inmates to attend some education or training program while incarcerated.  

