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Background
A National Green School Recognition Award
The U.S. Department of Education (the “Department” or “ED”) Green Ribbon Schools (ED-GRS) honors America’s public and private elementary, middle and high schools for their efforts toward improving student health and achievement and reducing their environmental impact.  A Green Ribbon Schools award will represent a healthy and sustainable school, recognized by parents, students, staff and governments at federal, state and local levels as a high point of achievement in sustainability, health and environmental education.
ED-GRS sets a standard of excellence for all schools to become energy efficient and healthy learning spaces that provide environmental education.  National studies and existing green schools programs indicate that the benefits of ED-GRS will include increased energy cost savings, improved student and staff healthy and productivity, enhanced critical thinking skills, improved student performance, reduced behavioral problems and increased student engagement, particularly in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) subjects.
Please see the next sections for details regarding program requirements, eligibility criteria and school nomination and application processes.

Recognition Award Requirements
The Secretary of Education invites each Chief State School Officer (CSSO), the Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA), and the Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) (“the authorities”) to nominate schools, according to program eligibility, criteria and evaluation framework provided by ED. 

Of the nominees, the Department, assisted by the Environmental Protection Agency, will conduct final review to ensure schools meet eligibility requirements and high college- and career-ready academic standards, and then rate the finalists to select the awardees.
Recognition Award Eligibility

Schools demonstrating high achievement in the Green Ribbon Schools Pillars and Elements, and meeting eligibility requirements and high college- and career-ready standards
 are eligible for consideration by their state or comparable nominating authority.  In the first year of the program, each authority is permitted as many as four nominations.  If a state or comparable authority wishes to nominate more than one public school, one must be a school with at least 40 percent of their students from a disadvantaged background.
  If an authority wishes to nominate a fourth school, that one must be a private school.  Authorities are strongly encouraged to take a school’s academic achievement and any achievement gaps into account when selecting schools, as the Department will consider these factors in selecting winners.
Each authority is invited to nominate those they assess to be the highest performing in their jurisdiction based on the authorities’ evaluation of schools’ quantified achievement
 toward reaching the goals of each of the three Green School Pillars and Elements, according to the Nominating Authority Evaluation Support Framework (“Framework”) provided by ED.
  The authorities are provided an ED-GRS Nominating Authority Evaluation Support Framework in order to facilitate their evaluation of schools in the following Pillars and Elements.

Green Ribbon Schools Pillars and Elements

I. Environmental Impact and Energy Efficiency

· Reduced or eliminated greenhouse gas emissions, using an energy audit or emissions inventory and reduction plan, cost-effective energy efficiency improvements, conservation measures, and/or  and on-site renewable energy and/or purchase of green power;

· Improved water quality, efficiency, and conservation; 

· Reduced solid and hazardous waste production, through increased recycling, reduced consumption, and improved management, reduction, or elimination of hazardous waste streams; and 

· Expanded use of alternative transportation to, during and from school, through active promotion of existing locally-available, energy-efficient options and implementation of enabling projects and policies.

II. Healthy School Environments

· An integrated school environmental health program based on an operations and facility-wide environmental management system that considers student, visitor and staff health and safety in all practices related to design, construction, renovation, operations, and maintenance of schools and grounds; and

· High standards of nutrition, fitness, and quantity of quality outdoor time
 for both students and staff. 

III. Environmental and Sustainability Education

· Interdisciplinary learning about the key relationships between dynamic environmental, energy and human systems;

· Use of the environment and sustainability to develop STEM content knowledge and thinking skills to prepare graduates for the 21st century technology-driven economy;  and

· Development of civic engagement knowledge and skills, and students' application of them to build connections with their community, to address sustainability and environmental issues.

Nomination Process
In submitting nominated schools, the authorities must certify that the nominated schools meet the minimum requirements established by the Department under “Recognition Award Requirements” and describe any other criteria used by the authorities to nominate the schools.  The authorities may wish to develop or refine state or comparable level green school recognition infrastructures, in order to select schools at the state level and/or run a concurrent award program within their jurisdictions in order to provide nominees to ED.  
Process for Nominated Schools

This Presentation Form serves as cover pages to allow state or comparable nominating authorities and nominated schools to highlight the school features that enabled the state authority to judge the school as highest performing according to the recognition award’s three Pillars: 1) environmental impact and energy efficiency; 2) healthy school environments; and 3) environmental and sustainability education.  It also provides a vehicle for the certification of eligibility requirements.
It is critical that the authorities screen nominees to ensure they are evaluated in the Pillars and Elements, according to the framework provided, which is aligned with existing metrics, and will ensure the nominees are models for future U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools.  This Nominating Authority Evaluation Support Framework also presents materials that can be used in the state or comparable nominating authority evaluation process to select nominees for submission to final reviewers at ED.  Schools meet eligibility requirements and meet high college- and career-ready academic standards.
Timeline for 2011-2012 Green Ribbon Schools
In the pilot year, ED will announce award criteria in fall 2011 and the first cohort of Green Ribbon Schools in the spring.   

Draft key dates in the recognition award pilot year timeline (subject to change) include:

September: 
Secretary sends a letter inviting the Chief State School Officers (CSSOs), the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), and the Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) to nominate schools.
November:  
Authorities notify ED of their interest (optional) and develop their application and review process and materials, in accordance with ED eligibility requirements and ED-issued Nominating Authority Evaluation Support Framework aligned to ED criteria.
Authorities issue their process and support materials for soliciting and selecting nominees for submission to ED. 

January:
Deadline for schools to submit applications to their states or comparable authority for their consideration.
February: 
CSSOs and comparable authorities review applications against ED criteria according to Nominating Authority Evaluation Support Framework provided by ED; compliance with applicable Federal civil rights, and Federal, State, local, and tribal health, environment and safety statutory and regulatory requirements; and high college- and career- ready academic standards.  Authorities then rate schools they have deemed eligible, select and submit nominees to ED for the Green Ribbon Schools recognition award.
February-April: 
ED verifies that nominees have been evaluated against ED criteria and meet award requirements, including high college- and career- ready academic standards.  ED, with assistance from EPA, then reviews and rates schools based on eligibility criteria.
April:
The Department completes its review of nominations and chooses awardees.

Earth Day Week:
The ED Secretary, EPA Administrator and CEQ Chair announce the first cohort of Green Ribbon Schools.
May

ED hosts recognition award ceremony in DC.
______________

Paperwork Burden Statement
According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such collection displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this voluntary information collection is Nominating Authority Evaluation Support Framework -.  The expiration date is -----.  The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average ----hours per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data needed, and complete and review the information collection.  If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate(s) or suggestions for improving this form, please write to: U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-4651.  If you have comments or concerns regarding the status of the individual submission of this form, write directly to:  U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20202-8173.
PART I ‑ ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION

School and District’s Certifications

The signatures of the school principal and district superintendent (or equivalents) on the next page certify that each of the statements below concerning the school’s eligibility and compliance with the following requirements is true and correct.  

1. The school has some configuration that includes one or more of grades K-12.  (Schools on the same campus with one principal, even a K-12 school, must apply as an entire school.)
2. The school achieves or comes close to achieving the goals of all three green Ribbon Pillars: 1) environmental impact and energy efficiency; 2) healthy school environments; and 3) environmental and sustainability education.
3. The school has been evaluated and selected from among schools within the state or Nominating Authority’s jurisdiction (BIE, DoDEA), based on quantified achievement toward the three Green School Pillars and Elements.
4. Neither the nominated public school nor its public school district is refusing the U.S. Department of Education Office of Civil Rights (OCR) access to information necessary to investigate a civil rights complaint or to conduct a district wide compliance review.

5. OCR has not issued a violation letter of findings to the public school district concluding that the nominated public school or the public school district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes. A violation letter of findings will not be considered outstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective action plan to remedy the violation.

6. The U.S. Department of Justice does not have a pending suit alleging that the public school or the public school district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes or the Constitution’s equal protection clause.

7. There are no findings of violations of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S. Department of Education monitoring report that apply to the public school or public school district in question; or if there are such findings, the state or public school district has corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings.
8. The school and the district meet applicable federal, state, tribal and local health, environmental and safety requirements in law, regulations and policy.
U.S. Department of Education
2012 Green Ribbon Schools
For Public Schools only: (Check all that apply)  [  ] Charter    [  ] Title I    [  ] Magnet    [  ] Choice  
Name of Principal 


(Specify: Ms., Miss, Mrs., Dr., Mr., etc.)  (As it should appear in the official records)

Official School Name 

(As it should appear in the official records)

School 
Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________





(If address is P.O. Box, also include street address.)

_______________________________________________________________________________ City
                                                                 


 State
                      Zip 

County _________________________  State School Code Number*_______________________

Telephone (          )



Fax (          )







Web site/URL




                            E-mail 

I have reviewed the information in this application, including the award and eligibility requirements on page 2-4, and certify that to the best of my knowledge all information is accurate. 






                                      
Date____________________________

(Principal’s Signature)

Name of Superintendent* 

(Specify: Ms., Miss, Mrs., Dr., Mr., Other)       

District Name*






Tel.(       )

I have reviewed the information in this application, including the award and eligibility requirements on page 2-4, and certify that to the best of my knowledge all information is accurate.  I concur that this is one of the highest performing green school applicants in our state.






                                      
Date____________________________  (Superintendent’s Signature) 
*Private Schools: If the information requested is not applicable, write N/A in the space. 

PART II – SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS
Instructions to School Principal
Provide a concise and coherent "snapshot" that describes how your school is representative of your state’s highest achieving green school efforts in approximately 600-800 words.  Summarize your strengths and accomplishments.  Focus on what makes your school worthy of the title U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon School.  Be sure to note if students were actively involved in preparing the application.

This summary should be written as a stand-alone document.  It will provide the ED review panel with an overview of the school’s green activities that were detailed in the application to the state, DoDEA or BIE evaluators.  If the school is awarded a Green Ribbon, this information may be shared with other schools, candidates for next year, the press, and the public.

PART III – DOCUMENTATION OF STATE EVALUATION OF NOMINEE


Instructions to Nominating Authority
For the pilot year, the Nominating Authority must review nominated schools for high achievement based on the schools’ quantified achievement
 toward reaching the goals of each of the three Green School Pillars and elements.
  
For each school being nominated by the Authority to ED, please attach state (or equivalent) evaluation materials based on the Nominating Authority Evaluation Support Framework provided by ED to facilitate your evaluation of schools.
The Nominating Authority must review and sign the following certification for each school being nominated to ED.

Nominating Authority’s Certifications

The signature by the Nominating Authority (the CSSO, DoDEA or BIE) on this page certifies that each of the statements below concerning the school’s eligibility and compliance with the following requirements is true and correct.
1. The school has some configuration that includes one or more of grades K-12.  (Schools on the same campus with one principal, even a K-12 school, must apply as an entire school.)
2. The school achieves or is one of those overseen by the Nominating Authority which comes the closest to achieving the goals of all three green Ribbon Pillars: 1) environmental impact and energy efficiency; 2) healthy school environments; and 3) environmental and sustainability education.
3. The Nominating Authority has evaluated the school and selected it for submission to the U.S. Department of Education from among those schools overseen by the Nominating Authority which have applied for a Green Ribbon, based on quantified achievement toward the three Green School Pillars and Elements.

4. The school and the district meet applicable federal civil rights and federal, state, tribal and local health, environmental and safety requirements in law, regulations and policy.
Name of Nominating

Agency












Name of Nominating
Authority
(Specify: Ms., Miss, Mrs., Dr., Mr., Other)       



I have reviewed the information in this application, including the award and eligibility requirements on pages 2-4, and certify, to the best of my knowledge through a documentary verification assessment, that the school meets the provisions in this Part of the Nominee Presentation Form.






                                      Date____________________________
(Nominating Authority’s Signature)
Note to Nominating Authority:  The application, including the signed certifications should be converted to a PDF file and emailed to Director, ED-Green Ribbon Schools at green.ribbon.schools@ed.gov, or mailed by expedited mail or a courier mail service (such as Express Mail, FedEx or UPS) to Andrea Suarez Falken, ED-Green Ribbon Schools, Office of Communications and Outreach, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20202-8173.
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� For more on college and career-ready standards, see: http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/blueprint/publication_pg4.html


� A student from a “disadvantaged background” is defined for this program by the CSSO of each state.  The definition must include students who are eligible for free and reduced-price school meals and may include students with disabilities and students who are limited English proficient, migrant, or receiving services under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.


� The quantified assessment should be based on the common metrics provided in Nominating Authority Evaluation Support Framework, a document also provided on the Green Ribbon Schools program pages.


� In future years, evaluators will be required to review the school community’s comprehensive green school plan that incorporates, at a minimum, the plan elements listed under “The Three Pillars and Elements,” and a


baseline assessment for each of the elements of the plan; however, this documentation is not a requirement in the pilot year.


� Local prevailing weather conditions over the course of the school year will be considered in assessing this element, to account for regional variability.


� The quantified assessment should be based on the common metrics provided in state level evaluator guidance.


� In future years, evaluators will be required to review the school community’s comprehensive green school plan that incorporates, at a minimum, the plan elements listed under “The Three Pillars and Elements,” and a


baseline assessment for each of the elements of the plan; however, this documentation is not a requirement in the pilot year.
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